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Limnology is the study of the structural and functional interrelationships of organisms of inland

waters as they are affected by their dynamic physical, chemical, and biotic environments.

Limnology: Lake and River Ecosystems, 3rd Edition, is a new edition of this established classic text.

The coverage remains rigorous and uncompromising and has been thoroughly reviewed and

updated with evolving recent research results and theoretical understanding. In addition, the author

has expanded coverage of lakes to reservoir and river ecosystems in comparative functional

analyses.
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Wetzel's "Limnology" is almost certainly a fixture on the bookshelf of every limnologist in the country

(perhaps even the world).1) Review of this product as a reference book:Wetzel has been a leader in

the field of Limnology for decades. This book contains a combination of his vast personal

experience with the enormous amount of information that has been generated through the end of

the 1990s. The book, perhaps more approprately referred to as a tome, addresses virtually every

sub-discipline included in the field of limnology. And, the book is well cited, with well over 100 pp of

citations.The book contains abundant examples, explanations, and descriptions of all things

limnological. He has also beefed his treatment of rivers and streams, which was more or less

missing in the 1st edition. Still, the strength of this book is clearly the information on ponds and

lakes.This is an outstanding reference book - I'd probably award it 4 or 4.5 stars if a reference is all



it were used for (it is a bit out of date now).2) Review of this product at a textbook:My first limnology

course used Wetzel's first edition...a much smaller book, and much more easily digested than either

the second or third editions. That was in my first year of graduate school. Since then Wetzel's book

increased in size by format and number of pages in the 2nd editon, and even moreso in the 3rd

edition.The third edition can be downright intimidating when you see it.The third edition's usefulness

as a reference book has increased greatly, but at the cost of reducing its usefullness as a text.
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